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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 April 2007 . 
2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to amendments filed 4/30/2007. 
Claims 1-4 are amended. Claims 5-8 are added. Claims 1-8 are examined. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Carrithers et al. (US 5,689,100) in view of Crumbaugh ("Effective marketing positions: 
Check card as consumer lifeline." Hoosier Banker; Apr 1998; Vol 82, Iss 4; pg 10). 

4. Re Claim 1 , Carrithers discloses a "debit card system and method for 
implementing [an] incentive award program," comprising: 

• designating a non-currency based account to be used to fund a primary account 
(see at least Column 5, Lines 26-31, "award account"); 

• a primary account (see at least Column 7, Lines 30-42, "DDA (demand deposit 
account)" which allows debit transactions to occur on a banking network, and is 
tied to debit cards); 
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• converting accumulated non-currency based tender in the non-currency based 

■ 

account into currency to fund the primary account (see at least Column 5, Lines 
26-31). 

Carrithers does not specifically disclose "generating a secondary transaction 
number and associating the secondary transaction number with at least one primary 
account" wherein " the secondary transaction number is issued to a first party and is 
configured to facilitate a plurality of transactions /' However, Crumbaugh discloses a 
method of issuing debit/check cards to banking customers and "linking them to checking 
accounts" (see at least Page 10). These debit/check cards inherently contain a 
secondary account number for use on a credit/debit network and are associated with 
the customer's financial account, and are used for multiple transactions (see at least 
Page 10, "Americans use the cards 10 times per month"). It would therefore be obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to incorporate Crumbaugh's 
debit/check cards into Carrithers' debit card system and method in order to "enhance 
customer relationships" (see Crumbaugh, Page 10). 

5. Re Claim 2, Carrithers in view of Crumbaugh disclose the limitations of Parent 
Claim 1, supra, Carrithers also discloses: 

• designating condition of use parameters (see at least Abstract, "validating data 
for the transaction when the evaluated transaction data indicated that the 
transaction has been initiated by an authorized merchant using the unique 
account number of one of the participants having a sufficient balance in the 
participant's corresponding award account") and associating the parameters to 



Application/Control Number: 10/709,977 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3694 

the secondary transaction number (Carrithers' associated "unique account 
number," supra, as modified in the Parent Claim 1 rejection, supra). 

6. Re Claim 3, Carrithers in view of Crumbaugh disclose the limitations of Parent 
Claim 2, supra, Carrithers also discloses: 

• recognizing the transaction as involving a non-currency based account (see at 
least Abstract, "identifying the authorized unique account numbers of the 
participants ... and data indicating the balance in each participant's award 
account"); 

• determining whether the conditions of use parameters have been satisfied (see 
at least Abstract, "validating data for the transaction when the evaluated 
transaction data indicates that the transaction has been initated by an authorized 
merchant ... [and] having a sufficient balance in the participant's corresponding 
award account"); and 

• reducing, if the conditions-of-use parameters are satisfied, the non-currency 
based account balance by an amount equivalent to the transaction amount (see 
at least Figure 3, Item 236). 

7. Re Claim 4, Carrithers in view of Crumbaugh disclose the limitations of Parent 
Claim 2, supra. Carrithers also discloses: 

• capturing transaction settlement information in a financial capture system (see at 
least Figure 6, Acquirer/Processor 130, which receives settlement/disbursement 
information from the CC Network 102), 
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• creating an accounts payable file and routing the accounts payable file to an 
accounts payable system for payment processing (see at least Column 9, Lines 
3-1 1 , the "force post debit transaction" file); 

• forwarding the transaction settlement information to an accounts receivable 
system (see at least Column 9, Lines 12-22, forwarded to the Filter Processor 
116); 

• recognizing that the transaction settlement information comprises a secondary 
transaction number that is associated with the non-currency based account (see 
at least Column 9, Lines 12-22, the "parallel and essentially duplicate steps" of 
Figure 2A, as modified in Parent Claim 2 to include a secondary transaction 
number); 

• issuing a credit from the non-currency based account to the accounts receivable 
system (see at least Column 9, Lines 12-33, crediting or debiting a dollar account 
balance against the participating award account balance, in effect crediting the 
credit card network / A/R system), wherein the credit from the non-currency 
based account offsets the transaction amount (see at least Column 9, Lines 12- 
33). 

8. System claims 5-8 are rejected for the same reasons set above as corresponding 
to method claims 1-4, supra. 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew Osborne whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7325. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Matthew Osborne 

Examiner 

AU 3694 





PRIMARY EXAMINER 



